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Dear Parents and Friends of St Mary’s, 

Thank you to all students and staff who donated money to our ‘Dress like a Farmer’ fundraiser.  Collectively we raised $1338.90!  This 
money has now been transferred to our western schools in Barcaldine, Blackall and Longreach who in turn will purchase vouchers from 
their local businesses to distribute to their farmers who are in drought.  A special mention to the Year 5S class who made the longest 
money line (with the help of many 5c pieces) and a HUGE thank you to Year 3C who raised $304.   Well done!   
 
A reminder that there will be a parent session for all Year 5 & 6 parents to inform you of the Personal Social Development Education 
(PSDE) content that your child will be covering this week with Mr Kelso and Mrs Murphy.  
 
Congratulations to our St Mary’s debaters Aliana Manderson, Olivia Noonan and Aleetza Sutton who won their semi final debate today! 
Thank you to Miss O’Neill for working with our debaters in preparation for their debates. 
 
Tomorrow, Mr Müller and our Yr 6 Touch Football team will represent St Mary’s at the Catholic Schools Touch Carnival on Wednesday.   
We wish them all the best! 
 
A number of our Year 5 students are involved in a program called ‘Minds @ Work’. This Science and Design Technology program re-
quires the students to solve the problem: ‘Design and build an affordable light dispersal system’.  The students have been working in 
teams with students from other Catholic Schools to plan and work together to design a working prototype of the light dispersal system.  
On Thursday, they will meet in person and build their prototypes.  These will then be judged by a panel of experts.  The students will then 
showcase their prototypes to parents and friends on Thursday night.  We look forward to hearing more about this from these students.   
 
We also look forward to the annual Year 5 ‘Tech Challenge’ that will occur on Wednesday night in the Year 5 classroom. This challenge 
involves both the students and their parents.  It promises to be a wonderful entertaining family night. 
 
On Friday, we will welcome a number of Mercy Sisters who will celebrate Mercy Day with us at St Mary’s. We are grateful for all they 
have done in Mercy works and appreciate the gifts they have shared over their years of service. Thank you to Mrs Murphy for organising 
this special event.  
 
Please find attached a copy of our Uniform Policy and Uniform Guidelines.  I have left a copy at Wearitto for reference for their staff.  
Please make sure you are familiar with it when purchasing new uniforms.  
 
Following weekend work to remove asbestos debris from the work site, the necessary Clearance Certificates have now been received by 
the school.  The builders will be back onsite this week to recommence preliminary building works. 
 
I would like to remind parents that teachers do not commence duty until 8:15am.  If you need to drop your child off early before work 
please book them into before care at OSHC which starts at 6:30am.  Dropping your child off to school before teachers are on duty is risk-
ing the safety of your child.          Have a great break! Jennie 

 CARRYING OUR CROSS 
In this week’s gospel Jesus’ disciples begin to discover the challenges that lie ahead for Jesus.  Jesus points out to 
the shocked disciples that God’s way is not always easy. 
 
For us too there are constant challenges in our efforts to follow God’s way.  In our everyday lives we are confronted 
with ‘easy’ options that may not be ‘right’.  We need to remind ourselves that we do not carry our cross alone – God is 
with us every step of our lives.  God is only a prayer away! 
 
I pray that this week you will find God close by as you carry your cross through the tricky times in your life.   

 
Chris Murphy APRE  
 



Curriculum Corner Term 3 Week 10 
Miss Louise McNamara 
Acting APC (Assistant Principal – Curriculum) 

 
Reading – CAFÉ   
Goal: Comprehension – Check for Understanding.  It is 
important for children to stop frequently and check, or monitor, 
whether they understand what they are reading.  This is typically a 
quick summary of what they’ve read, starting with ‘who’ and ‘what’. 
 
Parenting Ideas   
The topic for this week is Building Deep Relationships 
With Kids.  Building a strong relationship with their chil-
dren is every parent’s dream.  Here are some time-honoured ways 
of doing this…if you can stick to them.  Click here to read more.   
 
Debating 
Congratulations to our St Mary’s Debating Team 2 who competed in 
Round 2 of the Rockhampton Catholic Primary Schools Debating 
Competition today.  They defeated St Peter’s Team 1 as they ar-
gued for the affirmative side of the topic, “That we should ban home-
work for primary school students”.  Congratulations Aleetza, Aliana 
and Olivia!  Thank you to Miss O’Neill for all the preparation time, 
support and guidance she has offered to Team 2. 
 
Holiday fun at the town library! 
School holidays are a great time to check out the town library.  Click 
here (https://www.rockhamptonregion.qld.gov.au/
FacilitiesRecreation/Library) to see what’s on in the libraries across 
our region.  Browse the “August to October 2018 Program” and you 
will see STEM events, colouring-in competitions, 3D printing oppor-
tunities and more.  Keep reading during the holidays! 
 
News from Year 5 O    
Life and Learnings in Year Five ‘O’ 
It has been quite a while since we last shared our reflections of life 
in Year 5 ‘O’.  In fact, it was early in Term One when we were just 
beginning to understand what the expectations were on us as ‘big’ 
kids at St Mary’s.  We have taken on this role very seriously, always 

trying to be positive role models to the younger students around us.  
We believe one of the most important roles we have is that of being 
buddies to the children in Prep Green.  Year Five ‘S’ buddy with 
Prep Blue.  We really love spending time with our buddies and often 
join them for special celebrations.  At the beginning of the year, we 
read stories to the Preps but now our buddies are very clever and 
often read to us . . . how exciting!  We are very proud of them.  Cho-
ral Reading has been a new experience for us this year and we can 
see why Mr Shillington and Miss O’Neill believe it to be so important.  
Our reading skills continue to improve.  Participating in choral read-
ing requires us to focus on skills such as reading with increased 
fluency and accuracy; being conscious of our breathing; speaking 
clearly and with expression; reading in unison and using our voice to 
portray the emotions and characters of the story.  We were able to 
use these skills effectively when presenting our oral book reports in 
the past few weeks.  Most of us were quite anxious about these 
presentations but soon discovered that our classmates were very 
encouraging, supportive and willing to provide us with many com-
mendations.   
 
We also learnt the valuable lesson that preparation and practice are 
the keys to being successful.  It may be the last week of the term but 
we are still very busy.  On Thursday, twenty-two Year Five students 
will attend a Minds@work conference.  At this gathering, these stu-
dents will collaborate with children from other Rockhampton Catholic 
schools to use the Design Thinking Process to design and build an 
affordable light dispersal system.  Those students not attending the 
gathering will have the opportunity to present their solution at school 
on Friday.  Lastly, tomorrow night sees the third annual Year Five 
Family Technology Evening where families ‘compete’ for the much 
coveted Year Five Technology Champions’ trophy.  The pressure is 
on to design and build a structure within a fixed time-period using a 
limited number of resources.  We wish them luck . . . they are going 
to need it! 
 
Hope you and your children enjoy a well-earned break during the 
school holidays.  Stay safe and I look forward to seeing everyone 
back refreshed and ready for learning in our busy Term 4!  
Louise McNamara 

APRE NEWS - Term 3 Week 10 
From Mrs Chris Murphy—APRE  
(Assistant Principal - Religious Education) 
 
ASSEMBLY  
On Friday, the Yr 4 classes will lead us in a liturgy to give thanks for 
the Sisters of Mercy who began St Mary’s School.  Please join us at 
10.15am in Coolock.  
 
PARISH/SCHOOL MASS 
Our Parish /School Mass will take place at 12.00pm on Wednesday.  
You are most welcome.   
 
VIRTUE OF THE WEEK - TRUST 
Trust is believing in someone or something.  If you have trust, you 
will have confidence that the right thing will happen.  Sometimes it is 
hard to trust but we need to be sure deep down that there is some 
good in everything that happens.  The Virtue Project, The Educa-
tor’s Guide, Linda Kavelin Popov, 2000, p 192 
We need to trust Jesus.  He is the Son of God and we are called to 
follow him even when it is difficult.   
He will give us strength.   
 
MERCY WEEK 
This week all classes are learning about the Sisters of Mercy who 
started our school 118 years ago.  They will learn about the amaz-
ing lady who started the Sisters, Catherine McAuley, how the sisters 
have helped so many people and how they continue to do the same 
today.  Please ask them what they have learnt.  Mercy Week will 
culminate with Mercy Day this Friday when we celebrate Catherine 
McAuley opening the first Sisters of Mercy convent in Dublin in 
1827.  We will be joined by a number of Sisters of Mercy for this 
special celebration.   
 
TERM 4 DATE CLAIMERS 
Socktober – Friday, October 19 – wear crazy socks and donate to 
Catholic Missions. 
Day For Daniel – Friday, October 26 – wear red and talk about 
keeping our children safe.  
 
 

PARISH NEWSLETTER QUOTES 
Our students have been surveyed about their thoughts on a number 
of topics including God, prayer and attending Mass.  Some of their 
thoughts are appearing in the Parish newsletters.  This week we 
heard from these St Mary’s students. 
 
What do you enjoy about going to Church? 
I know most of the songs – Holly 
 
What do you love about your school? 
The way the teachers listen to you and respect you – Sam 
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SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Letters outlining the upcoming sacramental program have been distributed to all eligible children.  If you did not receive your 
letter please contact me – christine_murphy@rok.catholic.edu.au.  If your child will be at high school next year and wishes to 
make their sacraments a secondary schools program will be offered to them there.  If your child is not is a baptised Catholic 
and you would like them to part of the sacramental program please contact me.   
 
 

PENANCE TIMETABLE - Term 4 - 2018 
Please choose one element from each colour. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to building construction, there will be no sessions at St Mary's School this term. 
1.   HF = Holy Family Church   2.  OLHC = Our Lady Help of Christians 
3.  LOW = Children's Liturgy of the Word  4.  Every element of the programme is colour coded. 
5.  Most elements of the programme have an alternative time and venue. 

 
 

Element Day Date Time Venue 

October 

Parent Information Night Tuesday 30 5:30-6:30 H F 

Wednesday 31 5:30-6:30 St Joseph's 

November 

Mass, LOW Saturday 3 6:00-7:00 OLHC 

Family Workshop 1 Tuesday 6 5:30-6:30 HF 

Wednesday 7 5:30-6:30 St Joseph's 

Mass, LOW, 
Ritual of Remembering Baptism 

Saturday 10 6:00-7:00 OLHC 

Saturday 10 6:00-7:00 HF 

Sunday 11 9:00-10:00 HF 

Children's Mass Saturday 17 6:00-7:00 OLHC 

Children's Mass Sunday 25 9:00-10:00 HF 

 
An information night will be 
held for families wishing to 
have their children cele-
brate the Sacraments of  
Reconciliation,  
Confirmation  
and Eucharist  
in 2019. 

When?  Tuesday, 30 October - 5:30 pm 
Where? Holy Family Church 

OR 
When? Wednesday, 31 October  

5:30pm 
Where? St Joseph's School 

For further information, please contact the Parish Office (4928 
2800)  

or berylmills18@gmail.com 

mailto:christine_murphy@rok.catholic.edu.au
mailto:berylmills18@gmail.com


SCHOOL CALENDAR 
TERM 3 2018 

BIRTHDAYS  
Rosalea Duffill, Summer Laurie, Eli McKean,               

Jayden Smithers, Nate Smith, Cooper Krause,             
Tiarna Quinn, Alexandra Rea, Mia Smith,                      

William Cavanagh, Lily Hart, Esther Cora, Liam Clarke, 
Keenan Van Moorsel, Tyson Colby, Felix Olsson,       

Leah Wilson, Noah Witton-Oates, Kobi Maher,           
Pritiya Nanthakumar, Sebella Biles, Rhys Clifton,       
Samuel Hoare, Keanu Palomares, Joe Cummins.  

  
TUCKSHOP - Procedures for Term 3   
A reminder Tuckshop orders must be placed in the box at 
the office by 2.00pm the day before with orders written 
in Nikko Pen and correct money included.  
 
KEYBOARD AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following students who have received 
Keyboard awards:- 
Prestissimo Level of the Red Star Medallion Award  
-Bella McIntyre, Lilly Witton-Oates 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Please join us this Friday morning at Coolock 
Court from 8am till 8:30am for our Pancake 
Fundraising Breakfast to get our Year 5 Girls 
to the Optiminds State Finals. 2 Pancakes 
with Toppings for $4 or 2 Pancakes with Toppings and a 
Popper for $5. Thank you. 
 

ST MARY’S WINNING DEBATING TEAM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 4  
We were very lucky to have Dr Andrew Hammond and Mr 
Phill Mackenzie (2 real geologists) come and speak to us 
about Earth Sciences today. 
 

We got to study different types of rocks and look at some 
different fossils. It was really interesting to learn about all the 
different things that geologists help with in the real world. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term 3  2018 

Week Date Event 

Week 10 17-21/9 
18/9 
19/9 
20/9 
21/9 

Mercy Week 
Debating Round 2 
Touch Carnival 
Billabong Dreaming P-3   
Mercy Day 
Assembly - Yr4 Liturgy (Mercy Day) 

Mater Hospital Rockhampton opens New 

Emergency Care Centre  

(Phone Number 49 313 416) 

 The new Mater Rockhampton Emergency Care Centre will be 

open 365 days of the year between the hours of 7am and 

11pm 

 No appointment, referral or Private Health Insurance is re-

quired to attend the Mater Rockhampton Emergency Care 

Centre.  

 Everyone is welcome and most importantly, people attending 

can be assured that wait times will be minimal.  

 Patients attending the Emergency Care Centre will incur an 

out-of-pocket fee of $150 payable at time of consultation.   

 Patients will experience the very best of compassionate clini-

cal care delivered by experienced and highly trained emer-

gency specialists. 

 As a Catholic Healthcare Ministry, the Mater Rockhampton 

hopes its new Emergency Care Centre will be of benefit to 

the Catholic Education communities of Rockhampton and 

surrounds   

LOST PROPERTY 
All unnamed items have been placed on the seats outside 
the Library.  Any uncollected items will be distributed to St 
Vincent De Paul on Friday.   



PARISH FAIR 
The Multi draw raffle ticket books for our Parish Fair this year are available from the school office for families to collect.  If you are able to help out by sell-
ing tickets to your families and friends we very much appreciate your support.   
 
With over $8000 in prizes this is a wonderful fundraiser for our school and parish.  If all families sold just one book it would ensure that this aspect of the 
Parish Fair would be a huge success. 
 
Books have 20 tickets @ $2 a ticket with 7 prize pools. 
 
Thank you to all the businesses and families who have kindly donated to this year’s PARISH FAIR RAFFLE! 
Please have a look through the fantastic prize listing attached. 

 
1st PRIZE: Barrajacks Fishing package valued at $1000 - St Mary’s P & F Assoc and Barrajacks Rockhampton, Johnson’s 4WD Repair Shop voucher valued at 
$110 - Johnson's 4WD Repair Shop, 1 x night Accommodation at NRMA Capricorn Palms in family cabin valued at $200 - Capricorn Palms, Brown Brothers Shiraz 
valued at $50, Heidi and Michael Mutch, Xantrax 12 volt 1000 Watt pure sine inverter valued at $1630 - Battery World. ………….…………………….Value $2990 
 
2nd PRIZE:  Family outdoor setting and garden heater valued at $500 – Finches Mitre 10 and St Mary’s Parish,1 x night accommodation at CBD apartments in 
the Penthouse including breakfast valued at $350 – CBD Apartments, Johnson’s 4WD Repair Shop voucher valued at $110 - Johnson's 4WD Repair Shop, Amart All 
Sports voucher valued at $100 – Amart Allsports, Brown Brothers Prosecco King alley Bundle valued at $45 - Heidi and Michael Mutch, 10 Group PT session pass 
valued at $350 – Lionheart Gym, Yuasa Car Battery Voucher valued at $175.00 - Battery World, Honda Travel Bag valued at $95 - RimRock Agencies, Siswa Dreaming 
Painting valued at $300+ - Siswa Dreaming……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Value $2025 
 
3rd PRIZE:  Giant’s Bikes Voucher valued at $400 – Mr Barry O’Rourke, Johnson’s 4WD Repair Shop voucher valued at $110  - Johnson's Mobile Mechanical, 
Family pool and slides pass Voucher “42nd Battalion Memorial Pool”  valued at $50– Aqualification,  Little Boo Clips voucher valued at $30, Little Boo,  Brown 
Brothers Prosecco Spritz Bundle valued at  $45 – Heidi and Michael Mutch, Stockland Gift Voucher valued at $100 – Tammy and Matt Dorsett, , Amart All Sports 
voucher valued at $100 – Amart All Sports, Endless Bracelet valued at $105 - Phil Peel Jewellers. …………………………………………………………………...Value  $940 
 
4th  PRIZE:  Family Cathedral Tour Voucher valued at $80 – Capricorn Caves. Johnson’s 4WD Repair Shop voucher valued at $110  - Johnson's Mobile Mechani-
cal, Cathedral Book Store voucher valued at $30 - Cathedral Book Store, BCC Events Cinema Movie Voucher valued at $38 – Events Cinema Rton, Brown Broth-
ers Moscato Bundle valued at $35 – Heidi and Michael Mutch, Envy Beauty Gift voucher valued at $20 – Envy Beauty, Aerial Class Term Voucher valued at $165 – 
Epic Studios Australia, Anderson plug with in line power meter valued at $90.00 - Battery World,  Georges Outback & Work Wear voucher valued at $50 – 
Georges Outback and Work Wear, Gift Voucher valued at $30 – Hogsbreath Rockhampton, Tuckers Bikes Gift Voucher valued at $25 - Tuckers Bike Shop….Value $673 
 
5th PRIZE:  Johnson’s 4WD Repair Shop voucher valued at $110  - Johnson's Mobile Mechanical, One Dozen Lamington Voucher valued at $24 – Joe and Kaylene 
Clifton,  Family pie and drink pack valued at $22 - Joe and Kaylene Clifton, Envy Beauty Gift voucher valued at $20 – Envy Beauty, Woolworths Gift Voucher valued 
at $30 – Reddy Family, Anderson plug with in line power meter valued at $90.00 - Battery World, Jenna’s Health and Beauty Pack valued at $55 - Jenna’s Health and 
Beauty Box, She’s All That Gift voucher valued at $25 -  She’s all that, North Rocky Bowls Gift Certificate valued at $15 -  North Rocky Bowls club, Bottle of Bubbly 
valued at $20 - North Rton Bowls Club, Max Brenners Gift Voucher valued at $25 - Max Brenners, Tuckers Bikes Gift Voucher valued at $25 - Tuckers Bike Shop, 
Family Fun Pass valued at $70 – Rocky Bowl and Leisure Centre, Capricorn Spiced Rum valued at $50 – Frenchville Sports Club, Frenchville Sports Club Voucher 
valued at $25 – Frenchville Sports Club…………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………….……Value $606  
 
6th PRIZE:  Johnson’s 4WD Repair Shop voucher valued at $110  - Johnson's Mobile Mechanical, Family pie and drink pack valued at $22 - Joe and Kaylene 
Clifton, Boys n Buds Gift voucher valued at $20 – Boys n Buds,  D’Kal Nails and Beauty Voucher valued at $50 -  Kerry Higgins, Anderson plug with in line power 
meter valued at $90.00 - Battery World, Kids Fishing Shirt valued at $50 - Matt Thompson, Ashdene Cappauccino cup & Saucer valued at $15 -  Lyne-Jeffe Crafts, 
Hogsbreath Gift Voucher valued at $30 – Hogsbreath Rockhampton, BCC Events Cinema Movie Voucher valued at $38 – Events Cinema Rockhampton, Family Fun 
Pass valued at $40 – Rocky Bowl and Leisure Centre, Capricorn Spiced Rum valued at $50 – Frenchville SportsClub, Frenchville Sports Club Voucher valued at 
$25 - Frenchville Sports Club …………….........................................................................................................................................................................................Value  $540 
 
7th PRIZE:  1 x Beach chair valued at $48 - Gunna Do Hardware, Willow 33L esky valued at $59 - True Value Hardware, Garden Wall valued at $86 - True Value 
Hardware, LED Work Light valued at $85 - True Value Hardware, 2 x CAT Hat & Sock Kit valued at $50 - True Value Hardware, Hogsbreath Gift Voucher val-
ued at $30 – Hogsbreath Rockhampton, Frenchville Sports Club Voucher valued at $25 - Frenchville Sports Club .................................................................Value  $383 
************************************************************************** 

Drawn on the night of the Fair, Friday 30th November 2018      TICKETS:  $2.00 EACH 

—RAFFLE— 
ST. MARY’S PARISH CHRISTMAS FAIR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 RIPPER TEAM NEEDS YOU! 

 
Are you looking for a year round sport 
that teaches leadership, teamwork and 
commitment? Do you like meeting new 
people and staying active? Are you be-

tween 6 and 60? Call Michelle on 
0430079921 or email ripperteambasket-

ball@gmail.com  
Practice and grading rounds starting the 
18th/19th of October, season starts 1st/ 2nd 

Nov 

mailto:ripperteambasketball@gmail.com
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