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“Wake up! Be witnesses of a different way of doing things, 
acting, living! It is possible to live differently in this world.”  
 

Pope Francis presented this challenge to a gathering of reli-
gious leaders, but it could also be a challenge for us, espe-
cially in this time between Easter and Pentecost.  For the 
apostles of Jesus, it was very much a time of pondering and 
wondering about what had just happened to Jesus and what 
the future held for them.  A great resource to help us to 
‘ponder’ a different way of living is: 

https://www.eastertopentecost.com.au/  

Over the holidays, St Mary’s hosted our second Grandstand 
Classic.  Many thanks to all who contributed once again to 
this great event, especially Anetta Van Itallie.  While the tim-
ing wasn't particularly great, we had a 50% increase in ticket 
sales over last year. 
 
Friday Assembly time change.  Our Friday assembly will 
move to an earlier time slot from 10:15am—10:45am, start-
ing this Friday. 
  
ANZAC Day Events. Our school ANZAC Day celebra-
tions will be held next Tuesday 24th April commencing at 
2:30pm in Coolock Court.  On Wednesday 25th April, AN-
ZAC Day, our school will participate in two events.  Student 

leaders will lay a wreath at the Dawn Service and we invite 
all students to march in the street march which starts at 
9:57am.  We will assemble in Alma Street beside the military 
museum from 9:30am, in front of the Grammar School Band 
and behind St Anthony’s and St Joseph’s Park Avenue.  
Protocol states that medals belonging to family members or 
friends are to be worn on the right side breast. Bring a hat, 
sunscreen and water bottle.  The March will conclude for 
students at the rear of City Hall.  Last year, children were 
able to be collected from the footpath beside the Anglican 
Cathedral. 
 
Tomorrow, we welcome the Leadership Teams from our 
Northside Catholic schools and colleges to meet with Fr Mar-
cel at St Mary’s School for our quarterly meeting. 
   
On Thursday, we welcome Chris Topfer, the consultant who 
is managing the Yrs P-3 Writing Project to our school.  Chris 
will visit classrooms and then meet with teachers throughout 
the day.  On Friday, our Yrs P-3 teachers will attend 1/2 day 
writing workshops.   
 
 
Have a great week, Mike 

The Easter Challenge 
 
It might feel like Easter has come and gone … but the Easter season for our Church continues for many weeks as we travel 
towards Jesus’ Ascension and the feast of Pentecost! 
 
During this time the disciples faced many challenges – their leader’s body disappeared and they were told he had ‘risen’ 
from the dead.  He appeared to them on the road to Emmaus and in the room where they were meeting.  When they thought 
he was a ghost Jesus challenged them to touch him.  What a confronting time for them.   
 
Jesus challenges us this Easter season as well.  We are happy to celebrate his resurrection on Easter Sunday, but what do 
we do for the rest of the Easter season?  How do we show our belief in him?  As a member of His family, we are called to be 
a witness for him every day, by our words and by our actions – often a challenge!   
 
I pray that we will have the strength to live as Jesus taught us.     
 
Chris Murphy (APRE) 

https://www.eastertopentecost.com.au/


Curriculum Corner Term 2 Week 1 
Ms Jennie Harris 
APC (Assistant Principal – Curriculum) 
 
Welcome back after the Easter break! I hope everyone had 
an enjoyable holiday.  
   
NAPLAN – Parent Information Meeting  
If you would like to learn a little more about NAPLAN and how 
you can prepare your child/ren, I will be running an infor-
mation meeting on Thursday 26

th
 April at 5:00 pm in the li-

brary.  Information for parents regarding NAPLAN were sent 
home today with the Year 3 & 5 students. 
 
Curriculum Question: What is NAPLAN?  
In 2008, the National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) was introduced in all Australian 
schools.  
All students in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9 in Government and 
Non-Government School’s across Australia sit NAPLAN 
tests. The students sit a series of Literacy and Numeracy 
tests on the same days using the same test papers and pro-
cedures. The types of test formats and questions are chosen 
so that they are familiar to teachers and students across Aus-
tralia. Students are tested by a combination of multiple-
choice, short answer and extended response questions. 
This year the NAPLAN tests will occur on Tuesday 15

th
, 

Wednesday 16
th
 and Thursday 17

th
 May. 

 
Curriculum Question: What is a Persuasive Text?  
Persuasive writing puts forward a point of view and tries to 
get the reader to agree with it. A persuasive text is a text that 
really wants you to do something.  An advert might want you 
to buy something. You might write a letter to persuade a 
friend to go on a holiday with you. You might write a book 
review to recommend a book you have read. 
 
Curriculum Question: What is a Narrative Text?  
The basic purpose of a narrative is to entertain, to 
gain and hold a readers’ interest. However narra-
tives can also be written to teach or inform, to 
change attitudes or opinions. Narratives sequence 
people in time and the story sets up one or more problems, 
which must eventually be resolved. 
 
This year the genre of either Narrative or Persuasive Text will 
be required in the writing section of the NAPLAN testing.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Implementation of the Child Safety Curriculum 
Throughout this term, our school will be implementing the 
Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curriculum with students in 
Prep to Year 6. The curriculum is based on principles of best 
practice in child safety education and centres around three 
key messages: Recognise, React and Report. Through a se-
ries of lessons, students will learn how to recognise, react 
and report when they are unsafe or find themselves in situa-
tions that can have a significant detrimental effect on their 
physical, psychological or emotional wellbeing.  
Information about the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety Curricu-
lum can be found on our skoolbag app on at 
www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum. 

Parenting Ideas   
The topic for this week is… Peer time counts big 
time towards your child’s success.  Spending free 
time with peers benefits kids in these ways:… Click here to 
read more.   
 
Healthy Lunches 
Just a reminder that it is expected that children eat 
a healthy and wholesome lunch each day. Please 
be mindful of what you are sending into school in 
your child’s lunch box. Highly processed foods and 
food high in sugar are not substantial or appropri-
ate.  For the littlies, please remember to send in food that 
students can easily open by themselves and are practical to 
eat.  If you require a spoon etc please send a plastic one 
from home.  We always encourage students to bring water 
bottles to use during class time.   
 
 
 
 

APRE NEWS - Term 2 Week 1 
From Mrs Chris Murphy—APRE  
(Assistant Principal - Religious Education) 
 
ASSEMBLY  
This Friday we will have a general assembly with birthdays. 
 
ANZAC DAY LITURGY 
Next Tuesday, April 24, at 2.30pm in Coolock the Year 6 clas-
ses will lead us in a liturgy in remembrance of ANZAC Day 
and all those who have given their lives to protect us.  Please 
join us for this special occasion.   
 
PARISH/SCHOOL MASS 
Please consider joining us at our Parish/School Mass at 
12.00pm on Wednesday. We would love to have you.   
 
CHILDRENS’ MASS 
Our next Children’s Masses will be at 6.00pm on Saturday, 
May 19 at OLHC, Park Avenue and at 9.00am on Sunday, 
May 20 at Holy Family.  This will be the feast of Pentecost so 
it should be a wonderful celebration – the birthday of the 
church!     

EASTER TO PENTECOST WEBSITE  
The Easter to Pentecost site provides parishes, schools, fam-
ilies and workplaces with the opportunity to be challenged by 
the message of the Holy Spirit. You are invited to use the 
resources on this site throughout the Easter season to reflect 
on the Holy Spirit in our everyday lives.  Please take a minute 
to have a look.  I am sure you will find it worthwhile - https://
www.eastertopentecost.com.au/  
 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Family Workshop: (Theme: The Saints.  The Holy Spirit.)       
Tuesday - 17 April - 5:30-6:30pm - St Mary's      OR      
Wednesday - 18 April - 5:30-6:30pm - St Joseph's 
It has been great having the children celebrate the Liturgies 
of the Word at Mass! Here are the next scheduled ones. 
Liturgy of the Word:  (Fourth Sunday of Easter)        
Saturday - 21 April - 6:00pm - OLHC  OR Saturday - 21 April 
- 6:00pm - HF       OR      Sunday   - 22 April - 9:00am - HF 
Feel free to contact me if you have any queries – chris-
tine_murphy@rok.catholic.ed.au .  
 
 
 

http://www.education.qld.gov.au/child-safety-curriculum
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School Calendar 

TERM 2 2018 

BIRTHDAYS    
Benjamin Corbett, Joseph Otto, Piper Neven,      

Axel Olsson.  
 
TUCKSHOP 
Tuckshop is open every Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.   
BREAKFAST CLUB  
Breakfast club will be held every Tuesday and Thursday 
morning.  We would greatly appreciate assistance on these 
mornings.  If anyone is able to help for half an hour before 
school would you please contact the school office.  
 
COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS 
The Coles Sports for School program has now fin-
ished.  Could you please send any outstanding 
vouchers  to the school office by this Friday 20th 
April. 
 
SPORTS NEWS 
SPORTS FIXTURES 
SOCCER 
Year 5 SEMI FINAL vs RGS Norbridge 3, 12.40pm 
Year 6 vs Mt Archer SS, Norbridge 1, 12.40pm 
Girls vs Mt Archer, Mt Archer SS, 12.40pm 
Girls vs RGS,   Mt Archer SS, 1.15pm 
OZTAG 
GIRLS 
TBA 
BOYS 
St Mary’s  vs Frenchville 4,  Field 5,12.38pm 
AFL 
St Mary’s vs Crescent Lagoon SS, KP2, 12.45pm 
 
 
 
 

NETBALL TEAM TRIALS 
The trials for the Senior A/Challenge Cup netball team will be 
3.15 – 4pm Monday 23rd April.  Could all girls who intend on 
participating please nominate your preferred positions to Mrs 
Phillips prior to the trials. 
 
NEW FROM MRS MILLS IN THE FRENCH ROOM 

As well as working on our basic French, we are looking at 
the ten most visited places in France – only one of which is 
in Paris!  Here are two of the top ten. 

The forty-eight metre high 
“Pont du Gard” was built 
thirty years after Jesus died!  
Originally, it was built by the 
Romans as part of an 
aquaduct system that car-
ried water fifty kilometres 
across the countryside to 
the town of Nimes in south-
east France.  It is now a 

UNESCO world heritage site. 
 
Another UNESCO world 
heritage site is an island 
topped with a gravity-
defying tenth century 
Benedictine monastery. 
Mont Saint Michel is only 
six hundred metres from 
the mainland in the Eng-
lish Channel.  

Week Date Event 

Wk 1 16/4 
18/4 
19/4 

Staff Learning Development Day 
Yr 5 excursion to the CQ Military Museum 
Yr 6 excursion to the CQ Military Museum 

Wk 2 24/4 
25/4 
26/4 

ANZAC Day Liturgy 
ANZAC Day—Dawn Service and March 
NAPLAN Parent Information Meeting 5:00pm 

Wk 3 1/5 
2/5 

District Cross Country 
P&F meeting 

Wk 4 7/5 
  
13/5 

Beef Week commences 
Labour Day Public Holiday 
Mothers’ Day 

Wk 5 14/5 
15-17/05 
18/5 

Board meeting 
NAPLAN 
Under 8s Day 
Movie Night 

Wk 6 23/5 
  
25/5 

School Photos 
National Simultaneous Story Time 
Season 2 interschool sport commences. 

Wk 7 28/5 
30/5 

Reconciliation Week 
ICAS Science 

Wk 8 6/6 
8/6 
9-10/6 

P&F meeting 
Confirmation 
First Eucharist 

Wk 9 11/6 
12/6 
13/6 
14/6 

Board meeting 
ICAS Writing 
ICAS Spelling 
Rockhampton Show Holiday 

Wk 10 18/6 
19/6 

Athletics field events—St Mary’s 
Athletics track events—Emmaus College 

Wk 11 29/6 End of term 2. 

VIVE LA FRANCE 



SOCIAL EVENTS NEWS 
Welcome to Term 2!  Please see below date of term 2 event and remember to save the date for our term 3 
and 4 events.    
TERM 2  18/05/18     MOVIE NIGHT  - movie TBA 
 
SAVE THE DATES 

 8/09/18      SCHOOL CAMP OUT (bookings now open - please phone Capricorn Palms Big 4 and book in, make 
sure you mention the St Mary's Camp out to get the site for $50 and get kids free) 
The annual school camp out is a great way to get to know other parents/families and relax while your children have time away from 
technology, spend time with their friends and build relationships with students from other grades.  In the past all families who attended 
have had a great time and although the event is only the Saturday, most who come along book and stay the Friday night as well 
(discount offered both nights)  So please phone Big 4 Capricorn Palms Yeppoon and book your site/cabin and remember to mention 
that you are with St Mary's.     

 2/11/18      DISCO (BEACH PARTY THEME - ALL SHOES MUST BE ENCLOSED) 

 30/11/18    ST MARY'S CHRISTMAS FAIR 

 

Your Vacation Vocation Overseas 

Mentoring teachers will improve opportunities for 
generations of children to come 
Schools in Myanmar, Kiribati, Kenya 
and elsewhere are requesting teachers 
to provide mentoring opportunities for 
local educators.   Sharing your skills 
will improve processes and procedures 
vital to building their long-term per -

sonnel and organisational capacity.     

Effective skill exchange is best assisted by those 
who volunteer for two years, but requesting com-
munities do accept that some are only available for 
12 months.  Your cultural immersion will assist 
sustainable poverty reduction and provide the voca-
tional fulfilment of a lifetime in relationships of 
understanding, acceptance and care. 

For 58 years the Catholic mission and development 
agency, Palms Australia, have been matching the 
skills of those who volunteer with the skills re-
quested by receiving communities.  Palms thor-
oughly prepare and support volunteers and partner 
organisations for authentic relationships based in 
mutual development.  There is also need for ac-
countants, admins, engineers and medical profes-
sionals, so partners, parents and friends with these 
skills are also welcome to apply.  Call Christine at 
Palms on 0432 942 681 or go to 
www.palms.org.au/volunteer/      Can’t commit 
just yet?  Take a look…Try a short En-
counter tour to Timor Leste or Samoa.  
PH: 02 9560 5333  

https://www.palms.org.au/volunteer/

