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Dear Parents 

I hope that all mums enjoyed Mothers’ Day celebrations with family 

over the weekend.  Our Prep mums were treated to special morning 

teas on Friday (Prep Green) and Monday (Prep Blue).   

 

Ms Harris and Mrs Biles returned from long service leave this week.  

Welcome back! 

 

Our school board met last night.  The major agenda item was the 

revision of guidelines to support our behavior management policy 

and contingency planning for our tuck shop from the June/July holi-

days onwards while demolition and construction are occurring at 

our school. Next meeting we will work on school guidelines and 

procedures to support the Catholic Education—Diocese of Rock-

hampton anti-bullying policy. 

 

Today our Prep teachers are collating data for the AEDC—the Aus-

tralian Early Development Continuum.  A letter to advise families on 

how the data is collected and used was sent home yesterday. 

 

Today, our Year Three and Five students commenced NAPLAN 

testing.  We wish them all the best in demonstrating their learning at 

this point in time. 

 

Season 2 of our Interschool Sports commences on Friday with Net-

ball, Hockey and Rugby League.  Years 5 and 6 students will travel 

by bus to sporting fixtures each week.  A charge has been added to 

Term 2 fee accounts to help cover transport costs.  Thank you to 

our P&F who have donated new netball dresses and Soccer / Hock-

ey jerseys for three teams.  Many thanks to Mrs Phillips who orga-

nized these playing uniforms. 

 

TWO MINUTE ZONE AND SUPERVISED CROSSING 

We are fortunate to have a supervised crossing on Nobbs Street for 

community use and a two-minute parking spot outside the front 

gate of the school to allow quick drop-offs during peak periods. 

 

The supervised crossing operates from 8:00am—9:00am and from 

2:30pm—3:30pm. Mrs Kerr and Mrs Williams supervise the cross-

ing to allow children and families to cross safely.  There are NO 

STANDING ZONES on either side of the crossing to allow clear 

visibility  through to the crossing for approaching motorists. 

 

Its disappointing to note that a very small minority of parents 

from our school set a very poor example for their children 

when they refuse to follow safety rules.  Some of these then 

compound the issue by verbally abusing the crossing supervi-

sor for making the safety of our children a top priority. I have 

referred this issue to the Department of Transport and Main 

Roads for further action. 

 

Have a great week, Mike 

           JESUS’ PROMISE 
In our modern world so many of us have relatives and close friends who live a long distance away and 
we see much more rarely than we would like.  My sister lives in Ireland and I know when I see her and 
have to say goodbye it will probably be years before I see her again.  Needless to say it’s often emo-
tional! 
I can only imagine the emotions the disciples must have been feeling as Jesus ascended to Heaven to 
be with his Father.  They had only just started getting used to having him back after his resurrection on 
Easter Sunday and he is leaving them again. 
But Jesus left them with a challenge and a promise.  He set them the mission of spreading his mes-
sage – a daunting task today let alone two thousand years ago.  However this task was accompanied by a promise – of the 
gift of the Holy Spirit which would give them the strength and power they need.  This week we wait in anticipation for the 
feast of Pentecost next weekend. 
We too can receive the gift of the Holy Spirit when we are baptised and then this gift is confirmed at Confirmation.  Each 
time we celebrate the Eucharist we also have the opportunity to receive the gift of Jesus himself - the gift that never stops 
giving.  With these gifts available to us we too can carry out Jesus mission of spreading his message.   
Yours in being filled with the Spirit this week!                         Chris Murphy APRE 



Curriculum Corner Term 2 Week 5 
Ms Jennie Harris 
APC (Assistant Principal – Curriculum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember the children involved in the NAPLAN tests need to: 
 Arrive at school on time 
 Be well rested 

 Eat a good breakfast 
The best way you can help your child prepare for NAPLAN is to 
reassure your child that NAPLAN tests are just one part of their 
school program, and to urge them to simply do the best they 
can on the day.   
 
Under Eights –  Prep, Year 1 & 2 
On Friday 18th May from 11:30 am – 2:00 pm the 
Prep, Year 1 & 2 students will be celebrating being 
under 8 at Coolock Court.   
The students will be involved in a number of activities and will have 
a shared afternoon tea (sausage sizzle & ice block). If your child has 
special dietary requirements please let your teacher know by Friday 
this week. The students are welcome to wear free dress clothes.  
We are still looking for help with the BBQ & with serving the 
food.  Thanks to all involved!   
 
Eisteddfod 
Congratulations to those students who are involved in the many 
sections in the Rockhampton Eisteddfod.  We wish you all the very  
best for your individual and group performances. Keep up the good 
work! 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
Yesterday all students received their Premier's Reading 
Challenge reading sheet.   The 2018 Premier's Reading 
Challenge began on Monday and we are encouraging all 
students at St Mary’s to take part. Please use the follow-
ing link to view a range of fiction and non-fiction books 
suitable to your child’s age and reading ability. http://
education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge/booklist.html 
 
Reading  
All of our teachers from Prep to Year 6 engage our students in daily 
literacy skills.  There are four areas that are targeted and we refer to 
this as CAFÉ.  
Comprehension 
Accuracy 
Fluency 
Expand vocabulary 
Over the next few weeks I will be sharing some CAFE strategies 
that you can use at home with your child to help them improve their 
reading. 
Comprehension – Check for Understanding. It is important for chil-
dren to stop frequently and check, or monitor, whether they under-
stand what they are reading. This is typically a quick summary of 
what they’ve read, starting with ‘who’ and ‘what’. 
 
Parenting Ideas   
The topic for this week is… When kids experience problems at 
school  
Here’s a seven point checklist to help you stay focused and be ef-
fective if your child experiences difficulty at school. 
1. Be empathetic first 
2. Stay calm and take your time 
3. Get the all facts 
4. Assess whether to go to school or not 
5. Use the right channels if you take the issue to school 
6. Look for solutions rather than blame 
7. Stay in touch 
Click here to read more.   
 
Have a lovely week!  Ms Harris 

 

APRE NEWS - Term 2 Week 5 
From Mrs Chris Murphy—APRE  
(Assistant Principal - Religious Education) 
 
VIRTUE OF THE WEEK 
In this week’s gospel we heard the story of Jesus ascending into 
Heaven.  He left the disciples with a promise that God would send 
the Holy Spirit to help them.  With the Holy Spirit’s guidance they 
would be able to carry out their mission of spreading Jesus’ word,   
This week’s goal ASSERTIVENESS.  When you are assertive, you 
are positive and confident.  You know you are a worthy person with 
special gifts.  You can think for yourself and ask for help if you need 
it.  You have the self-confidence to tell the truth about what is just.   
‘The Virtues Project, Linda Kavelin Popov, p 135-6               
Jesus left us with the Holy Spirit and himself in the Eucharist.  Be-
cause of this, we can spread God’s word and faith with others.   
 
ASSEMBLY  
On Friday at Assembly in Coolock Court, the Year 1 classes will lead 
a liturgy to celebrate the feast of Pentecost.  All Friday assemblies 
are now at 10.15am.  Please note that dates of assemblies and litur-
gies led by classes are in the Term Dates in the newsletter.  Please 
make a note of your child’s assembly/liturgy in your calendar. 
 
PARISH/SCHOOL MASS 
Parish/School Mass will be at 12.00pm on Wednesday in St Mary’s 
church.  Please join us.   
 
CHILDRENS’ MASS 
This Sunday at 9.00am in Holy Family Church in Feez St we will 
celebrate our monthly Children’s Mass.  All children are invited to be 
part of the choir for this special Mass.  Please consider joining us. 
There will also be a Children’s Mass at 6.00pm on Saturday evening 
at OLHC Church in Main St.  This will be the feast of Pentecost so it 
should be a wonderful celebration – the birthday of the church!     
 
EASTER TO PENTECOST WEBSITE  
The Easter to Pentecost site provides parishes, schools, families 
and workplaces with the opportunity to be challenged by the mes-

sage of the Holy Spirit. You are invited to use the resources on this 
site throughout the Easter season to reflect on the Holy Spirit in our 
everyday lives.  Please take a minute to have a look.  I am sure you 
will find it worthwhile - https://www.eastertopentecost.com.au/  
 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Please return your yellow form at the workshop today or tomorrow if 

you have not already done so. 
Feel free to contact me if you have any queries – chris-
tine_murphy@rok.catholic.ed.au .  
 
PARISH NEWSLETTER QUOTES 
Our students have been surveyed about their thoughts on a number 
of topics including God, prayer and attending Mass.  Some of their 
thoughts will begin appearing in the Parish newsletters this week we 
heard from these St Mary’s students. 
Who is God? 

 Our reason we’re alive – Logan, St. Mary’s School  

 Our saviour and guardian of the world – Allana, St. Mary’s 

School 
What do you enjoy about prayer? 

 That God will listen no matter what you say – Ella, St. Mary’s 

School 

 That you can do it any way you want – Caleb, St. Mary’s 

School   
BAPTISM OUTSIDE OF MASS MUSIC MINISTRY  
There will be a meeting held on Sunday 28 May from 10:15am at 
Holy Family Church for anyone interested in helping with providing 
music for the celebration of Baptism outside of Mass.  
Musicians, singers wanted. For more information contact Gail Davis 
0498266100 

Family Workshop 
1 

Tuesday 15 5:30-6:30 St Mary's 

Wednesday 16 5:30-6:30 St Joseph's 

Children's Mass Saturday 19 6:00-7:00 OLHC 

  Sunday 20 9:00-10:00 HF 

 

http://education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge/booklist.html
http://education.qld.gov.au/schools/readingchallenge/booklist.html
file://///rok.catholic.local/files/203/203public/203Administration/Acting%20APC/Curriculum%20Corner/2018%20Term%202/insight-when-kids-experience-problems-at-school.pdf
https://www.eastertopentecost.com.au/
mailto:christine_murphy@rok.catholic.ed.au
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News from Year 4L 
In Mathematics, one area we are looking at this term is Time. I 
hope all of the year four students have been practising saying the 
time at home and writing it in digital and analogue form. Practise, 
practise, practise! 
 
In English this term, we have been learning how to write an expla-
nation. We have been practising by explaining how simple objects 
work, for example, a pair of scissors or a wheelbarrow. It is not as 
easy as you think! 
 
In Religion, we are learning about what it means to celebrate with 
Jesus. We have been reflecting on our personal celebrations and 
how they are similar and different with our Eucharistic celebrations. 
We are very fortunate to attend Mass each week so we can be 
learning more about this very special ritual.  
 
In HASS, we are learning about explorers that travelled all over the 
world discovering new lands. In the last couple of weeks we have 
enjoyed going on ‘Treasure Hunts’ around the school discovering 
the reasons for exploration and also the many dangers these brave 
explorers encountered. We are going to be researching a specific 
explorer and writing about their achievements.  
 
In Science, we are exploring forces and motion. We have been 
conducting experiments about gravity, friction, pushes and 
pulls. The year four students are going to design and construct their 
own pulley system. 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 

TERM 2 2018 

BIRTHDAYS    
Ella Butler, Alora McQuaid, Isabella Palmer,          

Lucas Gibbins, Sammuel Palmer.  
 

TUCKSHOP 
Tuckshop is open every Wednesday, Thursday & Friday. 
Term 2 Tuckshop Menu is attached to this newsletter. 
   
BREAKFAST CLUB  
Breakfast club will be held every Tuesday and Thursday morn-
ing.  We would greatly appreciate assistance on these mornings.  If 
anyone is able to help for half an hour before school would you 
please contact the school office.  
 
SPORTS NEWS 
Congratulations to Zac Bateman who has been selected in the Cap-
ricornia School sports team for 10-11yrs Rugby League.  

SEASON 2 INTERSCHOOL SPORTS 
Netball:  Coaches Mrs Phillips and Mr Shillington.  
Training 
SNR A & C - Monday after school finishing 4pm. 
(Please note no training next Mon 21May due meeting) 
SNR E, JNR B & D - Tuesday after school finishing 4pm. 
 
Rugby League: Coach Mr Müller 
Training 
Thursday, 3.15pm—4.15pm. 
Mouth guards are required for training and games.  NO SCHOOL 
UNIFORM TO BE WORN TO TRAINING.  Please bring a change of 
clothes to avoid damage to your uniform. 
 
Hockey: Coach Ms McNamara 
Training 
Lunchtimes at school on Tuesdays. 
 
SPORTS FIXTURES-Friday 18th May 
NETBALL  
Snr A vs RGS    12.30pm, Court 4 
Jnr B vs Berserker   12.30pm, Court 7 
Snr E vs Allenstown   1.10pm, Court 10 
Jnr D vs Frenchville   1.10pm, Court 11 
Snr C vs Crescent Lagoon 1.50pm, Court 11  
 
RUGBY LEAGUE 
Year 6 B  vs Glenmore, 12.45pm, Glenmore SS 
Year 5  vs Glenmore, 1.45pm,   Glenmore SS  
 
HOCKEY 
TBA 
 
PREP 2019 ENROLMENTS  
A reminder that siblings of existing students DO NEED to apply for 
prep enrolment and attend an enrolment interview.  Application 
forms are available from the school office and need to be complet-
ed and returned as soon as possible. 
 
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
This Friday, 18th May is Under 8’s day.  We are looking for a parent 
who is able to help out on the day cooking the BBQ and for some 
parents to help serving food.  If you are able to help out please con-
tact your child’s teacher.  
A reminder if you are helping out any time at school, you are 
required to complete the volunteer induction.  Please see the 
school office if you haven’t already completed the induction. 
 
WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY 
Please visit www.walk.com.au for suggestions for how to improve 
your child’s activeness by walking to school or parking the car a few 
blocks from school this Friday, May 18.  This experience also helps 
in reinforcing road safety awareness.   
 
IGA TAGS 
A reminder that IGA tags are available from our school office allow-
ing you to raise money for the St Joseph’s Cathedral Restoration 
Fund every time you shop at a Drake’s IGA.  Please consider col-
lecting one.   
 
SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 
School Photo Day is next Wednesday 23rd May 2018.  Personal-
ised order envelopes have been sent home.  An information note is 
also attached to this newsletter. 
Envelopes are not to be handed to the school office or to the 
class teacher.  Each student hands their order to the photogra-
pher on photo day. 
Spare envelopes and sibling envelopes are available at the office.  
All enquiries are to be directed to MSP Photography on 49213355 
or on Photo Day to the MSP information desk that is usually set up 
at the front of the school office.  
Students in school sporting teams will need to bring sports 
uniforms with them to change into for these photos. 
 
KEYBOARD AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following students who have received Key-
board awards:- 
Andante Level of the Silver Star Medallion Award  
-Hannah Milne, Lily May Price. 
 

 

Week Date Event 

Wk 5 14/5 
15-17/05 
18/5 

Board meeting 
NAPLAN 
Assembly – Pentecost Year 1 
Under 8s Day 
Movie Night 

Wk 6 23/5 
  
25/5 

School Photos 
National Simultaneous Story Time 
Assembly – General 
Season 2 interschool sport commences. 

Wk 7 28/5 
  
1/6  

Reconciliation Week 
ICAS Science 
Assembly – Reconciliation Week Year 3 

Wk 8 6/6 
8/6 

  
9-10/6 

P&F meeting 
Assembly – Confirmation & Eucharist Year 4 
Confirmation 
First Eucharist 

Wk 9 11/6 
12/6 
13/6 
14/6 
15/6 

Board meeting 
ICAS Writing 
ICAS Spelling 
Rockhampton Show Holiday 
Assembly – Social Justice Year 5 

Wk 10 18/6 
19/6 
22/6 

Athletics field events—St Mary’s 
Athletics track events—Emmaus College 
Assembly – Battle of the choirs (all students) 

Wk 11 29/6 Assembly – General 
End of term 2. 

http://www.walk.com.au


Free parenting help that works: Triple P Positive Parenting 
Because all families are different, Triple P has lots of different ways 
parents and carers of kids and teenagers can get free support. 
Whether you’re looking for a little bit of help or a lot, or something in 
between, you can register for seminars and groups, arrange one-on
-one support or do the program online. Visit www.triplep-
parenting.net to find out more. 

 
 
 
Welcome all to week 5.  This week we hope many of our families can get together to celebrate the half way mark of the term and come 
along to our next Social event being our FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT, 
We are playing the wonderful family movie "FERDINAND" with our year 6 fundraising committee providing lots of nibblies and drinks as 

well as providing an opportunity to pre-order yummy pizza and garlic bread (please see order form). 
We recommend you bring a blanket, chairs, pillows and/or bean bags to get yourself comfy and join us in what promises to be a great 
night. 
RAFFLE PRIZES 
It is that time of year again when we start rounding up prizes for our Christmas Fair raffle.  I know it seems crazy at this time of year but we 
like to round up our prizes during term 2 so by the beginning of term 3 we have the booklets printed and ready to go so we have plenty of 
time to sell tickets.  Please can you let me know (Kate Miles 0419741052) if you are able to donate a prize.  We do not need to collect the 
prize till November but if you can let us know the prize you are happy to donate and it's value for now that would be great. 
See you all Friday night, Kate Miles  / P & F Vice President 

SCHOOL MOVIE NIGHT – 18th MAY 2018 
From 6pm for a 6.30pm Movie start time 

MOVIE - FERDINAND 
Bring along your bean bag/blankets and enjoy our family movie up in Coolock. 

 
FAMILY MEAL DEALS  

FAMILY PIZZA, GARLIC BREAD AND 4 DRINKS DEAL  
$22.00 

INDIVIDUAL FAMILY PIZZA  
$12.00 

     PRE-ORDER NECESSARY (Orders due by Wed 16th May) 
 

            ALSO AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE ON THE NIGHT: 
           SOFTDRINKS, WATER, POPPERS, LOLLYBAGS, POPCORN 

    Supporting the year 6 fundraising committee.   

Family Movie Night Food Order Form 
 

Family Meal Deal        $22 
1 Family Pizza, 1 Garlic Bread and 4 Drinks (water, soft drinks or poppers) 

Additional Pizza with Family Meal      $10/pizza   
 

Pizza Topping___________________________________________________________ 
 

Pizza           $12/pizza 
 

Pizza Topping____________________________________________________________ 
 

Choose From: Cheese, Pepperoni, BBQ Meatlovers, Hawaiian, Supreme and Vegetarian 
GLUTEN FREE BASE AVAILABLE FOR AN ADDITIONAL $2/ PIZZA 
 

TOTAL ENCLOSED:_____________________ 

          ST MARY’S SOCIAL EVENT NEWS 

https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/qld-uken/find-help/check-our-calendar/
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STUDENT TRAVEL REBATES 
Semester 1, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Visit our website to see if you qualify for financial assistance to  

help with the cost of transport and 

apply at www.schooltransport.com.au by 31 May 2018. 
Late applications will not be accepted. 

 

Bus Fare  
Assistance 

 Does your child attend a school 
outside the Brisbane City Coun-
cil boundary? 

 Does your family spend more than 
$20/week* on fares to and from 
school (* $15/week if you hold a 
concession card)? 

 Does your child travel on a public-
ly available bus not owned or  as-
sociated with the school? 

Students With Disabil-
ity 

 Does your child have a verified 
disability that requires 
transport assistance to and 
from school?    

 Has your school’s learning sup-
port teacher assessed your child’s 
travel capability rating as ‘semi-
independent’ or more dependent?  

 

 

http://www.schooltransport.com.au

