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Dear Parents 

 

Our Parents and Friends Association held its Annual Gen-

eral Meeting last Wednesday evening.  It was a great 

chance to reflect on the many achievements of the associa-

tion this year in particular:  

The great  events - Welcome BBQ, Discos, Cam-

pout , swimming carnival and movie night ; the won-

derful facilities—senior playground (with shade to 

come) and shelters on the oval, Yr 6 Mozaic Pro-

ject ; the financial support and of course the Break-

fast Club.   

 

A big thank you to our P&F Executive and especially to our 

outgoing President Linda Sander for your continued hard 

work and support for our school.  Linda & Chris Sander have 

also been our Breakfast club co-ordinators.  We are looking 

for someone who is able to take over this role for one day a 

week next year or even if someone is able to do a weekly 

shop for the items we need that would be very much appre-

ciated.  If you are able to help out could you please let us 

know.    

We welcome Catherine Gilbert as our P&F President for 

2018. 

 

Thank you to our Christmas Fair stall convenors  who met to 

finalize fair details yesterday.  A reminder that this Friday is 

a free dress day with the fine to be an ingredient or some-

thing similar for our fair stalls.  Please see further fair infor-

mation on pg 3. 

 

Our uniform committee has received sample skorts and 

sports shorts that we would like to introduce next year.  

These are on display in the school office for parents to pe-

ruse. 

 

During the day on Friday 24th November, we will be setting 

up for the parish fair and would be grateful for any help that 

parents can give during the day.  Letters were sent out this 

week seeking volunteers to run the various stalls during the 

evening.  Please give generously of your time.  It is a great 

night that benefits school and Parish. 

 

Mike 

 

                                                        WALKING THE WALK 
 
In Sunday’s Gospel Jesus warned his followers about being like the Pharisees.  The Pharisees were leaders in the com-
munity, setting rules and ensuring that all knew about these rules and followed them.   
 
Jesus pointed out that it is very important that we don’t fall into the trap of spouting the rules and expectations to all around 
us without following them ourselves.  He reminds us that we need to practise what we preach as we parent, teach and lead 
in our workplaces and homes. 
 
It is a trap so easy to fall into as parents, teachers and Christians.  We have expectations of those around us and are often 
quick to share these – we ‘talk the talk’.  But do we always lead by example – do we ‘walk the walk’?  Maybe something to 
be aware of this week as we go about our daily lives? 
 
Yours in walking the walk. 
 
Chris Murphy 
APRE 
     



Curriculum Corner Term 4 Week 6 
Ms Jennie Harris 
APC (Assistant Principal – Curriculum)  
 
Parenting Ideas  Have you ever wondered about what your child 
does at school?  Have you asked them only to be told “nothing”.  
Please be assured that your child is kept very busy all day at school 
learning in many areas. The following are a list of helpful questions 
that you can use to find out about your child’s day… 
How and when we ask these questions makes a big difference in 
the information we receive from our kids. First, you don’t want to ask 
all of these questions on the same day. You might ask one or two. 
After a while, you’ll figure out which ones elicit the most meaningful 
responses. 
 Tell me about a moment today when you felt excited about 

what you were learning. 
 Tell me about a moment in class when you felt confused. 
 Think about what you learned and did in school today. What’s 

something you’d like to know more about? What’s a question 
you have that came from your learning today? 

 Were there any moments today when you felt worried? When 
you felt scared? 

 Were there any times today when you felt disrespected by any-
one? Tell me about those moments. 

 Were there times today when you felt that one of your class-
mates demonstrated care for you? 

 Were there any moments today when you felt proud of your-
self? 

 Tell me about a conversation you had with a classmate or 
friend that you enjoyed. 

 What was challenging about your day? 
 What do you appreciate about your day? 
 What did you learn about yourself today?  
 Is there anything that you’d like to talk about that I might be 

able to help you figure out? 
 Is there anything you’re worried about? 
 What are you looking forward to tomorrow? 
 Is there a question you wish I’d ask you about your day? 

Premier’s Reading Challenge 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge is an excellent way to 
support children to develop a love of reading and improve 
their literacy skills.  This year was the 12th year of this event 
and St Mary’s was a part of the 650 schools in Queensland to regis-
ter. Congratulations to those students from Prep to Year 6 who par-
ticipated in this event.  We had a record number of certificates and 
these were handed out yesterday.  Well done and keep reading! 
 
Prep Parent Meeting 
There will be a short meeting in the library for parents of our current 
prep parents. Information about the transition to Year One and Book 
Lists will be discussed.  This meeting will be on Thursday 16th No-
vember at 2:30 pm until 2:55 pm.  A note will be sent home later this 
week regarding this meeting. 
 
Class news from Year 5 Skype – Amazing Adaptations 
On Thursday the 2nd of November the Year 5 classes skyped the 
Buffalo Bill Centre of the West in Wyoming, USA to learn about ani-
mals and how they have adapted to the environment.  We learnt 
about many animals who live in that area and talked about some of 
their adaptations.  One of the animals we looked at was the Big 
Horn Sheep.  These animals have grown spongy material on their 
hooves to help keep them balanced on the side of mountains.  The 
otter which lives in the area around Yellowstone National Park have 
three eye lids so that they can still see underwater when hunting for 
food.  There are other great animals like the owl and its muffled 
feathers that assist them to fly quietly, the moose whose horns drop 
off after 6 months and then regrow again and the grizzly bears who 
have learnt to eat moths when its normal food supply is low.  We 
really enjoyed this experience and thanks to Carrie for teaching us, 
it was really fun!               Tiarna Hutt 5S 
 
Both Year 5 classes skyped with Buffalo Bill Centre of the West to 
learn about animals and their amazing adaptations.  We were fasci-
nated by all the animals Carrie taught us about such as the wolf 
who have learnt to be part of a pack so they can survive.  They also 
have developed fleshy pads and claws to help them gain more trac-
tion to the ground in their environment.  We really enjoyed this 
skype experience!                                            Zayden Hornagold 5S 

APRE NEWS - Term 4 Week 6 
Mrs Chris Murphy—APRE  
(Assistant Principal - Religious Education) 
 
ASSEMBLY  
This week on Friday, November 10, Year 6 will lead us in a liturgy at 
11.30 to reflect on Remembrance Day.  Please join us in Coolock. 
 
MASS 
Fr Matthew will celebrate with us at our Parish School Mass on 
Wednesday at 12.00 in the church.  We would love you to join us.    
 
PARISH CHILDREN’S MASS 
Our next Parish Children’s Mass, and last for the year will take 
place at Holy Family Church at 9.00am on Sunday, November 19.  
Children are invited to be readers and be part of the choir.  Please 
consider bringing your family along.   
 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
A note has been sent home with students in Year 2 upwards who 
may be interested in participating in the sacramental program next 
year.  Could you please return the slip at the bottom of the note to 
indicate your interest as soon as possible?  If you are interested in 
the program but did not receive a note please let me know – chris-
tine_murphy@rok.catholic.edu.au . 
 
SERVING AT CHURCH 
A number of students have expressed interest in serving at Mass.  
Fr Matthew is currently working with children each Sunday after 
9.00am Mass at Holy Family to train them.  Please feel free to take 
along your children so they can learn to take part in the liturgy in an 
even more active role. 
 
STAMP COLLECTING FOR SR DOLORES  
Your children all know Sister Dolores, past teacher and principal, 
who visits our school to help out each Thursday.  Sister is involved 
in a fundraising event organised by the Missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart.  She collects used stamps and sends them to the Fathers 
where they are sold to stamp collectors to raise funds for the won-

derful work of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart.  This is a world-
wide project.  She is hoping that some families would be interested 
in joining her in this campaign by collecting stamps at home or work 
and sending them along to school.  Thank you to those families who 
have already sent along stamps.  If you are interested in helping 
this great cause, you need to cut the stamps out of the envelope 
leaving a small margin of paper around the edge.  Please consider 
helping Sr Dolores in this wonderful effort.   
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS DRIVE 
Each year the St Mary’s community supports a number of families 
in the form of a Christmas hamper.  This year we are going to help 
out three families.  Please consider sending along something that 
will help these families to have a wonderful Christmas.   
Family 1 – includes Mum, a daughter aged eight, a son aged seven 
and a son aged six 
Family 2 – includes Mum, a daughter aged eight, a daughter aged 
seven, a son aged five and a son aged eighteen months 
Family 3 – includes Mum, Dad, a son aged three, a daughter aged 
one and Grandma and Grandad  
If you are considering sending food, St Vincent De Paul have pro-
vided the following guidelines.   

Tinned Vegetables Cereals Etc. 

Beetroot / Potato Salad or Tiny 
Taters /Peas, Carrots, Corn 
Baked Beans, Spaghetti 

Cereal, Long Life Milk 
Spreads – jams, vegemite, peanut 
paste etc.  /Rice, Noodles 

Desserts Drink 

Christmas puddings/ Jellies 
Long Life Custard / Tinned Fruit,  
Christmas Cake / Mince pies 

Soft drink 
Cordial, Juice 
Tea, Coffee, Milo 

Tinned Meat & Fish Snacks 

Ham 
Meat Voucher 
Salmon, Tuna 

Chips, Nuts ,Pretzels 
Biscuits (savoury and sweet) 
Lollies (not chocolate) 

Toiletries   

Toothpaste/ Tooth brushes 
Soap / Shower Gel/ Razors 
Deodorant/ Shampoo 
Conditioner / Toilet Paper 

            NO CHOCOLATE/ 
CHOCOLATE BISCUITS  

PLEASE 
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BIRTHDAYS    
Sophie Atkinson, Lachlan Rothery, Jax Ward,      
Mali Harris, Mahala Heberlein, Jakeb Phillips,     

Geremiah Stegman, Imogen Liddell,                    
Liam McCormack, Lydia Bird, Zachary Bird. 

 
TUCKSHOP 
A reminder the tuckshop is closed every Monday and 
Tuesday. 
BREAKFAST CLUB  
Breakfast club will be held every Tuesday and Thursday 
morning.  We would greatly appreciate assistance on these 
mornings.  If anyone is able to assist for half an hour before 
school would you please contact the school office. 
 
SCHOOL FEES 
School fees were issued with a due date of Friday 27 Octo-
ber.  These are the last fees for 2017, so please check your 
statement to ensure that your account is paid in full by the 
due date or if paying in instalments, then by the end of the 
school year.  If you are unable to meet your fee commitment 
by the due dates, please contact Julie in the office to make 
alternative arrangements.    
 
CONFIRMATION OF ENROLMENT FOR 2018 
Parent information and confirmation of enrolment forms for 
2018 will be sent home this week to the oldest child in your 
family.  It is essential all forms must be completed and re-
turned to the school office no later than Wednesday 15th 
November 2017.   
 
Completion of the form will ensure a place at St Mary’s 
School in 2018 and also ensures you will receive discounts if 
you have more than one child at a Catholic School or Col-
lege in the Diocese of Rockhampton. 

 
VOLUNTEER LETTERS 
VOLUNTEER LETTERS WERE SENT HOME YESTER-
DAY.  PLEASE CHECK WITH YOUR CHILD AND RETURN 
FORM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IF YOU ARE ABLE TO 
HELP. 
 
Raffle Tickets  
The raffle tickets for our Parish Fair are available from the 
School Office for families to collect.  If you are able to 
help out by selling tickets to your families and friends we 
very much appreciate your support.   
  
Rides 
Tickets for the all-night rides are on sale at the office and will 
close Wednesday 22 November.  The proposed rides are 
Crazy Wave, King Flyer, Slide, Merry-Go Round, Cannibal 
Pots and 2 Castles.  Three hours’ worth of rides (6pm—9pm) 
costs $28 pre-purchased and $32 on the night. Please send 
money in an envelope to the office labelled “Fair Rides” and 
include the child/ren name/s and class.  Cheques should be 
made payable to: St Mary’s Parish Fair (not St Mary’s 
School).  Receipts will be sent home on the day before 
the Fair (Thursday 23 November).  These receipts are pre-
sented at the ticket box on Fair night to receive the all-night 
wrist band.  
 
Arts & Craft Stall 
The craft stall is calling for donations of newly made craft 
items.  Christmas themed items are especially sought af-
ter.  All types of crafts are appreciated and encouraged so 
the stall can have a good range of products for sale.  All do-
nations can be brought to the school office and any sale 
price recommendation or cost estimates are also welcomed. 
If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to call Bever-
ley Schimke on 0421089093.   
 
Free Dress Day 
Each year we have a Free Dress Day and children bring in-
gredients, money or prizes etc. as a fine.  The Free Dress 
Day will be Friday 10 November.  We are asking children to 
bring the following as fines (Please note some families have 
multiple children and find it difficult to give to all stalls.  That’s 
ok, please help when and where you are able.) 
   
Prep & Year 1  Condensed milk, chocolate melts or plain 
block (any flavour), brown or castor sugar,  icing sugar, self-
raising flour (no Home Brand please), a Woolworths or Coles 
Gift card.  
 
Years 2, 3 & 4   Bottled grocery items suitable for prizes for 
the Bottle Stall eg. honey, jam, Nutella, beer, wine, coffee, 
bubble bath/shampoo/conditioner, perfumes, deodorants, 
aftershaves, flavoured cooking oil, bottled hot chocolate, bot-
tles of lollies (must be individually wrapped) etc.    
(No out-of-date goods or soft drink  please.) 
  
Year 5 & 6  Gold coin donation - for extra cooking ingredi-
ents. 

 
Advertising 
We have A3 and A4 posters available in the office if you are 
able to display them at your work, kindy etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 2017   Term 4 Events 

Week Date Event 

6 6/11 
7/11 
10/11 

  Parish Fair Meeting (5.00pm) 
  Melbourne Cup 
  Remembrance Day Liturgy 

7 13/11 
16/11 

Board AGM 
Prep Orientation 
Emmaus Orientation 

8 23/11 
   24/11 

   Instrumental Music Concert (8.45am) 
St Mary’s Fair 

9 27/11 
 
28/11 

29/11 
  30/11 

1/12 

School Concert-Year 1 Nativity Play 
(5.30pm for a 6.00pm start) 
Yr 6 Dinner (6.00pm) 

End of Year Mass (12.00pm) 
Sports Awards (8.45am) 
Last Day  

Yr 6 Farewell Liturgy (2.00pm) 

Thank you to all the businesses and fami-
lies who have kindly donated to this year’s 
PARISH FAIR RAFFLE! 
Barrajacks, Johnson’s 4WD Repair Shop, Capricorn 
Palms, JC’s Hair, NG Hair, Heidi and Michael Mutch, Finches 
Mitre 10, St Mary’s Parish, CBD Apartments, Capricorn Educa-
tional Resources, Café Bliss/Bliss After Dark, Kate and Edward 
Miles,  Capricorn Palms, Coral Inn Yeppoon, Aqualification, 
Glover family, SHE Hair, Little Boo, Cathedral Book Store, Toy-
world Rockhampton, Jean Kerr - Nutrimetics, Crazy Joker , Man-
derson’s Dance Centre, Splash About Swim School, Can I Wear 
That?, Terri Clarke - Tupperware, Joe and Kaylene Clifton, Ac-
tive Gear, Wendy’s Stockland. 



 
 

YEAR 6 EMMAUS ORIENTATION DAY 
Year 6 students who are enrolled at Emmaus for 
2018, have been sent a letter from Emmaus with 
details of their upcoming Orientation Day.  Please 
see information below.  
 
When:-  Thursday 16th November 
Time:-  8.45am - 2.30pm  
What to wear:- School uniform including a hat. 
What to bring:- Pen and pencil.  Morning Tea and Lunch. 
  A water bottle would be advisable. 

 
ARCHER PARK RAIL MUSEUM  
The Archer Park Rail Museum in Denison Street, Rockhampton 
will be open this Sunday 9am-1pm ,after our 5 week closure to 
refurbish the building. It is looking marvellous!   Come and ride 
the Purrey Steam Tram!  Bring the family along to look through 
the carriages and steam and diesel engines, change the train 
signals, see the Morse Code Table and lots more! You can also 
enjoy a morning tea in the Refreshment Room.   

 

THE HANDMADE EXPO MARKETS  
  If it’s Handmade, Home-grown or Hand-baked you’ll find it here! 

Come and join us for some HANDMADE AWESOMENESS!  
           There’s heaps of stalls ! ALL HAND MADE! 

We’ll have Food Vendors outside and our fabulous Coffee Van & Donut Van 
inside the pavilion & the Kid’s Krafty Korner will be operating to keep the 

little ones entertained. 
Date:- 18th November 2017 
Time:- 8am to 1pm, Free Entry and Parking 
Where:-  Robert Schwarten Pavilion, Rocky Showgrounds 
Support your LOCAL Handmade Cottage Industries and shop LOCAL!! 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN 2018 
If parents wish to enrol their child for 2 instruments, par-
ents need to consult with the school/teacher to ensure 
the child can manage the workload involved in being 
absent from class for two music lessons each week be-
fore they enrol in both instruments. 
Are you wanting your child to learn a musical instrument in 2018?  
Enrolments have now opened. 
All interested students can pick up an information note at their 
school office.  Copies of these forms are also available at em-
maus.qld.edu.au/co-curriculum/instrumental-music/ .  Students are 
encouraged to enrol online—just follow the link on the above 
webpage. 
New and existing students must enrol for 2018 and a $10 enrol-
ment fee is payable at time of enrolment, either in a sealed enve-
lope with the child’s name & INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC, or directly 
to Emmaus College. 
Enrolment forms will not be accepted at your school office after 
Week 6—all enrolments after this time must be online, or handed 
to Reception at Emmaus College, Yaamba Rd campus. 
Any queries can be directed to Sarah Kateifides.  
Sarah_Kateifides@emmaus.qld.edu.au  

PIANO  lessons 
Enrol now for 2018 

 
 
 

  PREP TO YR 6 
 For information and to enrol                                                                                                

collect the forms from the school office &  
return to the school office 

with the $10 enrolment fee as soon as possible 
For more information or any inquiries 

 Jenny Hughes Ph 49281160 / Mb 0429841104 

Keyboard lessons 2018 
Keyboard lessons will be offered in 2018.  These lessons are best suited for students with electronic keyboards, with focus 
on chord bass and utilising keyboard voice and rhythm features. Group and individual lessons are available for students in 
years 1 to 6.    Continuing students are required to re-enrol. 

To enrol, please collect form from the school office and return as soon as possible.   

For more information or any enquiries please contact Leanne Voss 0447 414 730. 
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